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THE  PREACHER.  | 

SEUMON-NO. 

A  philosophical  answer  to  the  (|iiestion  con- ! 
ocrniug  the  origin  of  sin  or  moral  evil.  j 

BY  RUSSELL  STREETER.  | 

James,  iv.  S. — ‘^Clemse  your  hands,  ye  sinners;  and 
purify  your  hearts,  ye  double-mindtd." 

The  problems  uecessary  to  ascertatu 
the  real  cause  of  siii  or  moral  evil,  appear 
to  be  the  following,  which  we  shall  at¬ 
tempt  to  answer,  in  a  candid  manner. 

‘Can  a  s/n/css  rause  produce  sin  or 
moral  evil  ?  or,  how  shall  we  aceount  for 
its  origin,  except  iu  the  sm/ulness  of  our 
nature  ?  In  other  words,  can  a  being 
commit  a  sin,  bejore  he  is  a  sinner,  any 
more  than  he  can  perform  a  morn/ ar/ion, 
before  he  is  a  moral  oyent 

It  will  be  our  object  in  the  reasoning 
which  we  offer  upon  this  interesting  and 
difficult  subject,  to  make  evident,  accor¬ 
ding  to  sound  reason  and  scripture,  that 
sin  was  produced,  independent  of  a  sinful 
cause.  The  argument  which  we  advance 
is  simply  this  :  That  the  first  moral  evil 
was  nut  the  effect  of  a  pn  ceding  moral 
evil ;  or,  that  a  moral  evil  did  not  precede 
the  first.  j 

It  matters  not,  as  it  respects  this  point,, 
philosophical! V  considered,  where,  or 
when,  or  how  the  first  sin  was  produced  ; 
because  it  is  self-evident  that  the  first,  of 
any  thing  nameable,  could  not  have  been ' 
preceded  by  a  first.  To  say  a  morally' 
evil  cause  is  not  a  moral  evil,  will  be: 
found  to  be  a  mere  evasion  ;  since  all 
which  we  denogninate  causes,  are  but  the 
effects  of  a  preceding  cause,  and  as  such,; 
if  moral,  must  be  good  or  evil.  Besides,' 
this  evasion  refutes  itself ;  because,  if  a 
morally  evil  cause  be  not  a  moral  evil,| 
the  effect  being  such,  would  not  be  like 
Us  cause,  according  to  the  common  ac-. 
eeptation  of  the  phrase.  Any  evil  which 
IS  not  moro/,  cannot,  according  to  the  ar¬ 
gument  we  oppose,  produce  moral  evil. 

Another  view  of  the  subject  will  serve  ^ 
to  its  illustration.  Moral  evil  cannot  pre¬ 
cede  moral  actions  ;  for,  if  one  sin  could 
he  committed,  independent  of  moral  ac-j 
lion  or  agency,  then  all  sins  might ;  so* 


that  a  being  who  never  acted|  might  be  no  more  be  sinful  without  sin,  than  know- 
as  sinful  as  though  he  had  done  ever  so  ing  without  ^knowledge*;  so  that  when 
mucli  ;  and  in  proving  that  men  are  sin-  he  commits  a  sin,  it  proves  he  is  a  sinner, 
ners,  we  should  not  ’prove  that  they  are  not  that  he  was  one.  The  first  sin  a  be- 
moral  agents,  or  capable  of  moral  action ;  ing  commits,  no  more  evinces  that  he  was 
which  is  palpably  absurd.  previously  sinful,  than  the  first  noise  an 

Sliould  we  admit  tliat  the  first  moral  infant  makes,  shows  him  to  have  previ- 
action  was  evil,  it  would  no  more  prove  ously  been  a  noisy  infant, 
the  point  assumed,  than  it  would  thatji  Suppose  we  lookffor  the  analogy 'be- 
the  first  moral  action  was  the  effect  of  an  ,  tween  cause  and  effect, 
onlerior  moral  action;  which  is  asole-|j  Say,  the  first  object  producing  an  idea, 
cism  So  when  we  acknowledge  there  is  a  dove.  Now,  is  there  a  (greater  like- 
was  a  first  sin,  we  yield  ^the  point,  as !  ness  between  the  cause  which  produced 
none  could  precede  it.  the  first  idea,  and  the,[effect,  than^  be- 

This  irgument  maintains,  that  moral  tween  our  uncharacterised  faculties,  and 
agents,  exercising  faculties  fls  shcA,  form  the  character  we  form  by  them.*  Nor 
a  moral  character,  sinful  or  virtuous  ;  and  does  it  ^ly  more  follow  that,ainau  is  na- 
that  previous  to  action,  those  facultie.s  turally  a  siuiier,  because  his^faculties  are 
constitute  no  moral 'fcharacter  at  all. —  liable  to  be  abused,  than  it  does  that  he 
Hence  if  the  first  moral  action  be  sinful,  is  naturally  a  saint,  because  moral  povv'- 
it  forms  a  siuful  character  or  that  of  a  ers  may  be  devoted  to  holy  purposes, 
sinner.  I  And  as  certainly  as  the  first  of  man’s 

Whether  we  shonld  be  able  to  produce ;  makes  him  a  learner,  his  first 

an  example,  to  prove  that  an  efl'ect  is  in  hearing,  a  hearer,  and  his’first  speaking, 
some  instances  apparently  dissimilar  Xo  ^  ^P^^her,  so  certain  it  is,  that  the  first 
its  cause  or  not,  the  above  reasoning  ®o’*’®fl****S 

ought'to  stand,  till  fairly  refuted.  But  ,  which  he  was  not,  before  th^  act  look 
suppose  we  select  the  following;  the  place.  And  who  is  able  to  show  why 
union  and  co-operation  of  matter  and  first  act  of  learning,  constituting  a 
spirit,  or  body  and  mind.  There  issueh  ilearuer,  may  not  as  fairly  be  considered 
an  association  of  action  or  reception,  that  ||  effect  of  previous  learning,  as  the  iirst 
when  we  place  our  eyeson  a  new  object,  ij®'”  o*"  moral  evil,  be  called  the  .iiccl  of 
we  have  a  new  thought  or  idea,  which  isli®  preceding  evil  cause 
an  effect  dependent  on  a  cause.  Now  I  I  To  evade  this,  we  maybe  told  that  the 
ask — Was  the  first  idea  produced  by  a  sinfulness  of  actions,  consists  »he  in- 
preceding  one  ?  and  if  not,  does  it  not  go  \ientioi  which  dictated  them  .  i  we  re- 
to  establish  this  theory  ?  Is  not  the  rea-  'ply,  That  is  the  point  to  whi<  .  our  ..Ifen- 
soning  the  same,  to  contend  that  tlie  //>«/  tion  is  directed.  Any  thinf  w  icii  is  not 
thought  must  ha\'e  been  produced  by  one  sin  is  out  of  the  question.  Suj)j>ose  the 
anterior  to  it,  as  that  the  first  moral  j  first  moral  action  v  an  e  I  intention  i 
evil  or  sin,  was  the  effect  of  a  forego-  it  would  be  the  first  moral  evil.  Then 
ing  sin  .*  Neither  of  which  is  possible  !  the  question  ri  veits  back  with  much 
Surely,  the  first  thought  forms  a  veto  light.  Was  the  being  a  sinner  preriotis 
character,  viz.  a  thinking  being  :  and  if  to  that  intention  .*  or  was  that  _/tr«/ inten- 
he  could  be  such  without  thoughts,  he  tion  the  effect  of  a  pieced  ing  one  .*  If  that 
might  be  active  without  action,  a  living  were  the  first  sin,  its  cause  could  not  be 
soul  without  life,  and  natural,  destitute  of  sinful,  or  a  sinful  thing  has  no  sin  andjs 
any  nature.  ‘  siuless;  which  is  a  parailox. 

Observe :  a  being  may  be  capable  of  Should  it  now  be  contended  that  we 
thinking,  that  is,  be  constituted  with  all  form  no  new  character  by  the  exercise  of 
the  faculties  capable  of  having  thoughts,  our  facultie.s ;  but,  simply  exhibit  proof 
before  they  are  exercised.  But  he  can^ofthccliarat*t'er  aireatl}’ the  ob- 
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jcclioii  is  more  plausible  tlian  convincing,  j  sure,  attachment  or  anger,  much  in  the  of  circumstances,  become  the  cause  of 
if  we  call  moral  depravily  an  evil,  the  same  manner Do  you  say,  the  child  is  wickedness,  and  yet  not  be  sinful  in  its 
question  is,  was  the^nst  moral  depravity  I  proud  of  praise  and  exhibits  shame  when  original  and  detached  character.  Thug, 
t!ie  clFect  of  pre-existing  depravity.^  Ifj  reproved  And  do  not  many  other  ani-' a  man  may  be  in  want  of  iwonc^,  and  have 


m 


sinfulness  could  precede  all  sin.  It  may  our  opinion,  properly  descriptive  of  mo-jit  is  sinful,  because,  had  it  not  existed, a 
easily  be  shown  tliat  all  characters  which {  ral  character.  Our  love  of  life,  the  pre-  ;sin  would  not  have  been  perpetrated  ;  it 
are  formed  by  voluntary  action,  (even  in  fereiicc  of  happiness  to  misery,  inclrna-j'may  be  replied,  with  equal  propriety,  that 
the  lowest  degree,)  are  in  a  measure  il-'  tion  for  society,  partiality  to  parents  and  ere/y  ihitig  else  is  sinful,  which,  not  ex- 
lustrativc  of '.his  subject;  b(;cause,  if  one,  relatives,  the  opinion  we  form  of  obji-cts, listing,  sin  would  not  take  place.  Hence 
we  nmy  presume  all  come  under  the 'presented,  and  a  thousand  name  able 'the /aw  would  be  sinful ;  for  where  the:; 
same  rules.  We  say  of  a  man.  he  is  a  things,  in  which,  a  considerable  part  ol  jis  no  law,  there  is  no  transgression.— 
cpnq'ierer :  but  was  he  such  before  he  "  our  lives  appear,  are  not,  necessarily.  Reason  or  common  sense  would  be  cri- 
conquered  }  Ilis  bravery  and  good  con-  cither  virtuous  or  vicious.  On  the  other;  minal,  for  it  is  the  sine  quanon  of  our  ac- 
duct  in  the  field  of  battle,  did  not  neces-  hand,  our  distaste  for  certain  objects,!  countability.  A  want  of  this  world’s 
sarily  constitute  him  such  ;  because  lhe:ldrcad  of  solitude,  disgust  at  insults,  anti-j  good,  and  a  disposition  to  obtain  it,  may 
brave.'d  and  best  of  generals  are  some- jlpathy  to  certain  animals,  hatred  of  offen-i  both  exist,  and  no  sin  be  committed.— 
times  ilefeated.  The  conduct  of  the  hero  !sivc  behavior,  and  many  other  things,  are'  Suppose  a  man  thus  situated,  knows  it  is 
in  gaining  the  victory  formed  the  clmrac-l' equally  undescriptive  of  moral  character,  j!  riynt  to  deal  justly,  and  xermg  to  defraud, 
ter,  con q^icrcr  !  Now  is  it  not  as  fair  to  Other  creatures  have,  in  their  degree,, j  nevertheless,  flattering  himself  that  the 
infer,  that  he  was ‘a  conquerer  before  he  similar  feelings,  pleasures,  antipathies,  ,  more  speedy  and  certain  accomplishment 
succcedi’d  in  battle,  as  I'lat  lie  was  a  sin-  afTeetions  and  tempers,  and  are  not  mo-  of  his  object,  by  circumvention,  will,  on 
iier  previous  to  tie  commission  of  a  crime.'  rally  accountable.  Mo^al  faculties  must  the  whole,  be  preferable,  he  violates  the 
Ik  iidi's,  if  iie  were  suc'a  without  gaining  be  in  exercise  to  constitute,  even  in  the  I  law,  designating  right  and  -  wrong,  and 
a  victory,  he  might  have  remained  so,  lowest  degree,  moral  character.  Conad- j  commits  a  crime.  Now  the  original  du- 
I’lnugli  aiwivs  defeated.  Supipose  then*  oj/shcss  or  the  theory  of  right  and  wr<>ng,''/)o«t/(on  to  accumulate  property,  was  sin- 
that  the  first  sin  was  muider,  or  an  iw-j  must  precede  accountability.  It  is  the  less  ;  but  the  choice  of  a  means  to  obtain 
ten  i  iH  to  kill.  Was  the  man  'a  murderer  main-spring  of  moral  nature,  and  accord-  jit,  was  sinful  .  It  was  disobedience  to  a 
before  he  h.al  the  itilculi  n?  so,  he  ■  ing  to  its  perfection  and  strength  will  be  requisition,  Inoicn  to  be  mora//y ’■iy/i/.— 
vuglil  have  remaii.-' I  a  murJorer,  tho’j  the  virtuousness  or  viciousness  of  our  ac-  Actions  are  not  morally  right  and  wrong 
be  never  had  sueli  intention,  which  isj  tions.  It  matters  not  whether  it  is  in«o/e,  because  man  knows  they  are  so  ;  but  he 
jt.ul  to  aiyiii  t,  lie  was  a  inurd-  rer  with-|  or  produced  by  the  discipline  thetnind.]  knows  it,-  because  they  are  such.  All 
o  it  j.n  !  Hut  wild)  we  lav  asidi;  pre-con-  This  consciousness  or  knowledge  of  whatj  our  knowledge  is  predicated  on  pre-es- 
i.'ived  o]);-i:ons  and  seek  for  trulii,  aiost'  is  required,  and  what  forbidden  ;  or  what,  isting  realities.  So  far  from  preferring 
f  those  uuTici'ltivs  di-nppear.  Though  ds  virtuous  and  what  is  vicious,  is  the  the  real  difference  of  moral  actions,  at 
■  •  cause  wliich  produ".  s  sin,  he  sinl.-ss,  i  crit<  rion  of  accountaliility  ;  and  the  first'  least,  so  far  as  respects  ourselves,  we 
t  sj  not  virtuous  ;  for  virtu*  is  a  t.-ait  of;  act  we  perform  in  violation  of  such  con-  should  doubtless  have  preferred  to  have 
viral  char.icter.  All  which  is  sinless  is  viciion,  constitutes  a  sinful  character,!  them  all  right.  No  man  would  have 
lot  consequently  virtuous:  there  is  a  me-  tliough  pirhaps  in  the  lowest  degree. — j|  known  sin,  if  a  law,  or /Ae  law  had  not 
uium  between  them.  '  Now  the  such  act  or  sin,  conld  not  |  said,  “thou  shalt,”  or  “thou  shalt  not.'' 

A  J. nit  that  a  man  is  horn  into  the  world' the  cflect  of  a  preceding  moral  evil,;;  Where  no  law  is,  there  is  no  sin.  Our 
innocent,  or  destitute  of  any  more  moral  ,  ‘H  u*-  !  knowledge  of  moral  good  and  evil,  wheth- 

■iiaraeter  than  any  other  animal ;  capa-j  Hut  should  it  be  asked,  whether  we ' 

Me  of  seeing,  hearing,  tasting,  feeling  sliould  violate  such  conviction  unless  </is-  '^^***^^  amenable ;  but  our  ac- 

idling;  he  relishes  delicious  food,  is  posed;  and  is  not  that  r/>*y)»strtoA  a  sin  countability  is  proportionate  to  our  know- 
pleascri  with  s. veet  sounds,  admircj  beau-  We  answer:  if  by  disposition,  be  meant  of  ®  pre-existing  law,  which  fisM 

tiful  objects,  and  learns  tlie  features  of  an  evil  intention,  a  moral  action,  weal-  discriminating  line,  between  virtue 
his  iVieiids.  Asliisintcilectscxpan  l  and' low  it  is  sinful  ;  but  then  we  must  recol-  and  vice.  Man’s  capacity  enables  him 
he  improves  in  knowledge,  he  prefers  his*  loot  that  the  first  such  intention,  could  to  understand  the  law,  of  which  God  is 
acquaintauce,  dreads  the  approacli  of  have  no y^rece  Zen/.  But  if  by  disposition  the  Author. 

strangers,  smiles  when  pleased, &  screams  be  meant,  a  law  of  our  nature,  or  an  un-  The  next  step,  therefore,  in  pursuance 
u  hen  afllicted  with  pain  ;  receives,  with  i;  avoidable  passion  which  the  Author  of  of  the  illustration  of  this  hypothesis,  i$, 
expressions  of  joy,  liie  toy  which  is  a-  our  being  has  made  indispensable  to  to  compare  it  with  the  account  of  the  in- 
greeable,  and  thrusts  from  him,  with  re-  rational  existence,  we  conceive  it  would  troduction  of  sin,  as  \t  is  learned  from  the 
sentaient,  the  object  which  he  hates. —  not,  necessarily,  be  sinful  It  would  no  Scriptures  of  truth.  If  there  be  an  agree- 
Do  any  or  all  of  tlresc  natural,  iiifantile  ;  more  be  a  moral  evil,  than  the  strength  of  ntent,  we  may  rely  on  our  system  as  bc- 
actions,  evince  any  moral  character,  pro-  !a  murderer’s  arm,  or  the  fingers  on  the'  ing  correct  in  principle,  however  nume- 
perly  so  called  }  If  they  evince  eitlier  vir-  liand  of  a  thief.  Tlvat  such  a  disposition  rous  and  plausible  the  objections  against 
tue  or  vice,  must  we  not  allow  more  is  not  necessarily  sinful  is  evident,  from  it,  or  feeble  curabilities  to  stand  in  its 
grades  of  moral  existence  than  we  now  the  consideration,  that  sin  is  a  moral  ac-  defence.  If  it  esscntiall}- disagree  with 
lo.^  Do  not  other  animals,  at  three  or  six  i  tion  ;  and,  therefore,  no  sin  can  precede  that  account,  we  must,  as  Christians  »- 
nontlis  old,  exhibit  as  much  moral  prin-  the  first  saahacl  ;  and  nothing  is  sinful,  Ijandon  it  at  ouce. 
eiple,  as  a  child  ot  the  some  aqel  Do  without  sin.  A  passion  or  disposition  The  reader  is  requested  to  open  hi* 
they  not  manifest  2-**-'^'s0rc  and  displca-  may  exist,  and,  through  a  concatenation  Bible,  and  carefullv  read  the  2d  and  3d 
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ohtpters  of  Genesis,  and  candidly  judge 
of  tiiem  so  far  as  relates  to  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  sin.  The  account  appears  to  be 
this : 

After  man  was  formed  of  the  dust  of 
the  ground,  he  remained  innocent,  to  say 
the  least,  till  he  was  influenced  to  trans¬ 
gress  the  command  of  his  Maker.  His 
cspabili^  of  knowing  “good  and  evil,” 
precededthAt  knowledge  ,  and  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  right  and  wrong  existed  previous 
to  his  sin.  And  further  ;  when  his  Ma¬ 
ker  prohibited  the  tree  of  the  knowledge 


kind  in  general.  The  first  act  for  which  land  virtue.  'J’his  habitution,  he  is  told, 
voe  recollect  of  feeling  coudfmned,  was  the  is  heaven — the  kingdom  ofi  (iod — the  resi- 
eflect  of  a  similar  deception;  but  not  of  deuce  of  angels.  And  while  he  gazes 
OMT  ignorance  oi  what  wasnr/Ator  u'nmp,  ;  witli  fond  admiration  upon  the  beauties 
in  relation  to  the  requirement  transgress-  aud  Jo)ous  scenes  of  fadeless  bliss,  his 
ed.  We  may  be  sorry  for  doing  mis-  hopes  are  flattered,  and  he  encourages 
chief,  through  ignorance;  but  not  guil- ;  himself  with  a  prospect  of  becoming  a 
ty.  We  indulge  ourselves  in  the  commis- I  member  of  the  heavenly  host.  The 
sion  of  sins,  after  we  have  the  knowh-dge  phrase,  “  Kiw^dom  of  C’od,’'’  being  in  I'.is 
of  good  and  evil,  or  the  rew  ards  of  vtr-  opinion  a  name  to  distinguish  and  repre- 
tue  and  vice,  under  the  deceptive  expec-jisent  the  dwelling  place  of  Seraphs,  and 
tation  of  escaping  the  consequences.  |j  angelic  Spirits — tlic  kingdom  w  here 

This  doctrine  agrees  with  the  scrip-  the  children  of  God  w'ill  bloom  in  im- 


of  good  and  evil,  man  possessed  no  mo- 1  tures  of  the  New  Testament.  “For  mortal  youth  and  beatified  glory — makes 


rsl  character  ;  that  is,  we  are  not  inform 
ed  that  he  was  either  virtuous  or  vicious,  j 
obedient  or  disobedient  | 

Even  after  the  formation  of  Eve,  they  1 
were  both  innocent  and  unsuspicious  as 
the  lambs  of  the  fleld.  When  the  Ser¬ 
pent  (whatever  il  may  represent)  at¬ 
tempted  to  seduce  the  sinless  Eve,  she; 
candidly  opposed  the  temptation,  by  a 
recurrence  to  the  prohibition  of  her  God  ; 
which  was  a  moral  act ;  that  is,  an  act 
in  reference  to  the  command  of  a  Supe¬ 
rior.  This  shows  that  she  was  capable 
of  understanding  the  prohibition,  of  com¬ 
paring  it  with  the  temptation,  and  of  re¬ 
lating  hfr  views  to  the  seducer  ;  and  tliat 
she  Knew  it  was  righ:  to  obey,  and  wrong 
to  disobey.  Had  the  case  been  diflbrent, 
she  would  not  have  related  to  the  Ser¬ 
pent,  the  liberty  granted,  and  the  interdic¬ 
tion  enjoined,  by  her  Maker.  To  suc¬ 
ceed  in  the  temptation,  the  Serpent  did 
not  deny  what  Eve  knew^  and  had  so  ac 


where  no  law  is,  there  is  no  transgres- 1  an  indelible  impression  upon  the  mind  ; 
aion.”  Rom.  4.  15.  “Whosoever  com-;  ne\*\;r  does  he  hear  it  mentioned  without 
mitteth  sin,  transgresseth  also  the  law  its  producing  agreeable  sensations.  This 
for  sin  is  the  transgression  of  the  law\” — |  idea  becomes  so  fixed,  it  w  ill  be  found 
1  John  3.  4.  “The  Gentiles — having  diflicult  to  eradicate  the  impression  from 
not  the  law,  are  a  law  unto  themselves.”'' the  heart  of  the  devout  and  sincere  soul; 


Rom.  3.  14.  “7Ae  law  was  added  be¬ 
cause  of  transgression,”  of  n  previous  law. 


though  it  be  false  and  chimciical. 

But  give  ear,  O  inhabitants  of  the  earth. 


A  knowledge  of  the  requirement  is  in- Hand  hear  the  message  of  the  heavenly 
dispensable  to  its  violation.  To  commit "  visitatit,  lest  you  rear  your  fabric  on  a 
an  infinite  sin,  infinite  obligations  must  ;  foundation  of  sand — and  be  astowi'^hed, 
be  imposed,  which  cannot  be,  without  O  Heavens,  at  the  aw  ful  recital !  “From 
infinite  abilities,  knowledge  jind  means. '  the  days  of  John,  until  now,  the  kingdom 
To  require  an  infant  to  exhibit  the  in-:  0/  heaven  suft’erelh  violence,  and  the  vi- 
genuity,  which  would  do  honor  to  the  olent  take  it  by  force  !”  Has  it  come  to 
meridian  talents  of  a  Franklin,  is  more;  this  !  Alas,  has  the  citadel  of  the  etcr- 
consistent  with  justice,  than  to  demand  nal  God  be(m  stormed  by  the  artillery  of 
of  worms  of  the  dust,  obedience  to  a  law,  the  violent,  and  taken  by  rebellious  bc- 
infiitiu  ly  above  their  capacity.  It  would ,  seigers  ?  Have  the  powers  that  arc  in  op- 
require  a  miracle  to  make  a  rational  be-  position  to  God  been  successful  in  llicir 
ing  amenable  t(T  a  law,  which  he  never  crusades  against  the  Almiahty  and  his 
had  the  means  of  understanding.  From  Annointed  !  As  “they  must  first  bind  the 
wiiicli  tt'C  inference  is  unavoidable,  tliat  strong  man  of  the  house,  before  they  can 


curately  stated  ;  but  availed  himself  of  siu,  properly  so  called,  is  tne  violation  of  pillage  or  take  possession  of  the  castle 

'  ■  ....  we  ask,  lias  the  violent  adversary  bound 

in  adamantine  chains  the  Governor  of  the 
Universe,  deprived  him  of  the  energies 
of  his  omnipotence,  and  obtained  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  royal  palace  }  A  famous  and 
celebrated  bard  says,  '‘the  arch-apostate, 
with  his  rebellious  host,  (metamorphosed 
into  infernal  demons,)  after  having  reco¬ 
vered  from  the  tremendous  shock  which 
I  they  experieiH'ed  at  the  termination  of 


the  argument,  th.it  by  a  participation  of 
the  forbidden  tree,  she  would  know  still 
more  :  and,  not  only  be  conscious  of  right 
and  wrong,  “but  be  as  gods,  knowing 
good  and  evil that  is,  the  effects  of  vir¬ 
tue  and  vice.  The  deieplion  did  not 
consist  in  being  blinded  concerning  the 
moral  character  of  the  deed,  but,  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  consequences  which  would  fol¬ 
low.  Persuaded  that  “the  tree  wosgoid 
for  food,  pleasant,  and  to  be  desired  to 
make  one  wise,  she  did  eat.”  Hence  l  and  fantastical  speculations  which  human 


wliat  we  know  is  right,  just  or  reasona¬ 
ble  ,  aud  the  first  such  act,  is  the  first 
sin  ;  previous  to  which,  tiiat  being  was 
not  a  sinner.  Therefore,  we  are  not  sin¬ 
ners  by  nature,  properly  speaking;  but 
sinners  by  pr.actice.  “He  that  hatii 
ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear.” 


[For  the  Masazint  and  Mvocate.] 

A  FRAGMENT. 


Many  are  the  visionary  tonceptions  .  nine  days  fall,  finding  tlu-*mselvcr  situated 
1  1  .•  •  1  •  1  .  !  .u-  _ c. _  .e  cj. _ _ ...» 


imagination  has  conjured  up.  The  hu¬ 
man  mind  is  ever  rushing  into  unknown 
worlds,  to  paint  scenes  calculated  to  in¬ 
spire  delight,  and  fill  the  soul  with  rap¬ 
ture.  Man  is  ever  soaring  on  the  wings 


on  the  surface  of  the  Stygian  pool,  or 
burning  lake,  resolved  to  meliorate  their 
condition,  and  assembled  a  council  at  Pan 
demoniuni,  to  consult  upon  measures  foi 
regaining  Heaven,  or  to  devise  means  Icr 
rendering  the  dismal  regions  of  black  dc 


she  was  so  far  deceived  as  to  see  the  good  : 
and  desirable  qualities,  without  discover¬ 
ing  the  evil.  The  moment  the  command 
was  violated,  the  evil  was  realized,  in  a; 
measure.  The  difference  between  thej 
moral  virtue  of  resisting  the  temptation,! 
by  referring  to  God’s  command,  and  the 
vice  of  yielding  to  it,  formed  a  woful  con¬ 
trast.  Guilt,  shame,  condemnation  and 
fear  of  death,  of  .which  nothjng  before ' 

Was  known,  were  the  consequence. — ' 

Con.scious  of  what  was  required  and  what ' -  —  . - j-  — , 

forbidden,  upon  the  brief  plan  which  was!  humble  contrite  Christian  is  directed  to!  pit  than  serve  in  Heaven  ;  I  harbored  the 
revealed,  the  first  act  of  disobedience  I  turn  his  attention  to  realms  above  Ihel  fond  hope,  that  there  would  be  a  psrpet- 
formed  a  sinful  character.  This  account  skies,  to  behold  a  mansion  of  eternal  rest,  ual  cessation  of  hostilities  between  the 

harmonizes  with  the  experience  of  man-  !1  prepared  for  him,  as  a  rewardjbr  his  piety ;  conflicting  combatants — that  Satan  would 


of  imagination  to  distant  climes  and  lands  spair  a  comtortable  dwelling-place  for 
remote  ;  and  in  some  foreign  soil,  plants,  obnoxious  and  detestable  beings.” 
the  vine  of  happiness,  rears  the  temple  of;  as  the  result  of  their  deliberations  forbav 
beatified  pleasures,  and  establishes  an  i  the  hazarding  of  another  campaign,  an» 
empire  of  peace  for  his  everlasting  abode,  j  the  cliief  of  demoniacs  concluded  the  dt>- 
'  Erroneous  ideas  are  thereby  imbibed,  and  -  minions  of  bell  worth  ambition,  and  cob 
'adhered  to  with  rigid  tenacity.  The  j  sidered  it  better  to  rule  in  the  bo*tomles» 


F>yA.\G El.lt' AT.  MAGAZlMi  AM>  t;OSPEI.  ADVOCATE. 


“Disappointment  lurks  ill  many  a  prize  j”  by  force  and  where  is  onr  hope' — I  What  a  heresy !  How  blasphemous !  When  you 
and  where  we  dream  of  happiness  and  Where  are  our  dreams  of  unsullied  jovsi  *ol(l  him  to  have  your  dwellinii  for  vindu'atin|> 
pleasure,  there  vve  find  misery  and  death ;  '-^ur  prospects  of  future  grt  atness,  sera-  xrdy^o^lVpTss^eL^^^^  ofThe of y w 
where  we  look  lor  lestivc  joys,  there  we  phic  fruition  and  unmixed  happiness  ? —  pious  founder,  John  Calvin,  who  burned  to  death 
behold  the  unwelcome^visitaut,  Wretch-;  The  malicious  foe  to  God  and  man  has!  Nlichafl  Servetus;  all  for  the  alory  of  Go<l.  All 
edness,  or  the  awry  visage  of  sad,  sick-;:  seized  unon  the  inheritance  and  to  whom  !  Calvin  did  to  Servetus  for  heresy. 


eiiipire  ui  iieii,  v,ii  scuu,;  aaiiicu  luiiii  inusiasni  !  Where  IS  thy  blush  I  Alas!,  you  possess  the  same  pious  spirit,  ought  you  to 
from  his  loathsome  prison  iu  quest  of  the  has  the  voice  of  consistency  been  stifled  disheartened  ?  No.  R<  member,  that  notwith- 
new  world,  (which  was  to  be  created  bv  the  loud  declamations  of  chimerical 

about  this  period,  according  to  ancient  fancy,  and  bliml  iiiiatuatioii  ?  i  sumption — the  presump.tion  of  vindicating  the 

prophecy,  and  inhabited  by  beings  made,!  The  message  or  declaration  may  be !  ""n 

in  lilG  itnaiTG  of  Ood.)  thnt  ihfntbv  Iig  •!  1  ^  1  I  •  •  •  i  *‘d.”  I  Tiniolnv,  n.  4.  How  ansurd!  How  pre- 

inicht  delude  the  unsusnecline  creatures  ^  understood,  by  considering,  h  irst,  j  p„sferoiia  to  supnose  that  God  “  will  not  contend 
,  %  .  I  .1  •  ^  ^1  ,  That  the  kingdom  ol  heaven  is  a  “king-  forever,  norbe  always  wroth  lest  the  spirit  should 

by  his  subtle  Wiles,  SO  as  to  make  such  dom  of  right*  ousiicss,  peace  and  joy  it, !  fail  before  him, and  the  souls  whieh  helms  made." 
large  accessions  to  hts  dominions,  that  .u,.  ....a  .u,.  „„„.,t  i  I**aii.li,  Ivii.  16.  What  a  heresy,  to  vindicate  the 

the  iurisJiction  of  his  reicn  would  (It  ex-  -.1“  ®  ^^e  gospel,;  ,,i,|  n,ukc^’„ii  hu  ofispring 

rpofl  in  m<)irnifii  In  flin  L  nre  Inm  nf  I 'nd  " graces,  Joys,  liopcs,  pilvileges.  In,],,  and  happv,  and  eaiisc  them  to  worship  him 
ceed  in  magnitude  the  kingdom  of  God.  blessings.  Aii^d  Secondly,  That  the  in  ’spirit  ami ’in  truth!  O,  this  was  enough  <0 
But,  ah  .  lias  his  success  iii  the  expedi-  covenant  relation  tofJod,  |  •'"'y  I'kc  tl>a»  of  your  pi- 

tion  of  destroying  the  best  of  rsature  S  |„„„1  ,u,.  l,  ous  founder,  hum  with  holy  lire.  If  you  have 

works  enhanced  his  ambition  renewed  ;  any  compunctions  of  eonseience,  or  alil  ttion  for 

T  •  “'".““'O''*  .Messiah’s  reign.  But  in  consequence  of;  voiir  son>ememb.T,  it  is  ‘hwlnrnl  aflirtion”- 

the  prowess  of  Ills  tanqilishi  d  forces,  and  their  rej'ceting  the  offered  mercy  ,  the  gos- |  that  which  proceeds  from  the  “natural  heart;” 
inspired  them  with  fresli  hopes  of  detliro-  ,  preached  to  every  creature,  ac-  ‘'"'y  ‘'"■o  "h'fh  has  ever  kindled  the 

ning  the  King  Eternal JMv  Lord  and  my  J.nminndrt;nnr  oil rape  of  persecution  throughout  Christendom.  0, 

God*  hasthearch  irrim  inoiisler  Satan  *t''elf  to  all  ranks,  grades  ^  ti,,. , ha,  caused  one ‘‘Saul  of  Tar- 

I  j  ,  »/’  »  u  'j  I  •*  and  classes  of  people.  1  he  tax  gathei-  'sus”  to  breath  out  “  threat!  nings  and  slaughter,” 

devised  a  scheme  that  has  succeeded  in  Heathen  and  sinners,  who  the  Jews  and  consent  unto  the  death  of  one  Stephen,  about 

hurling  Jehovah  from  hts  throne,  and  in  , bought  had  no  right  to  the  kingdom  of  ‘‘.""‘''i';:?  'iT  1, 

wresting  the  (kingdom  of  Heaven  from  f.n,  .t  .t  „„  j  .  •  too,  that  when  this  holy  Saul  had  ceased  Irom 

his  control  >  Or  has  som“  other  violent  hlh  d  with  Ztal  and  anxiet\,seu-  his  holy  persecuting  zeal,  ana  become  heretical 

,  f  I  f  II  cd  at  once  upon  the  proffered  inheritance,  i  in  sentiment,  and  taught  the  abominable  doctrine 

and  powerful  archangel  of  Heaven  a jms-  J  \  ivhich  your  son  vindicates,  that  the  living  God 

tatized,  waged  war  with  the  Almighty,  p,„^  h  articd  Doctors  and  Rah- 1  “r  k 

and  been  more  siiccesslul  ni  his  spiritual  '1  ,1^*  ,,,  i  -iCons  porspcution  did  he  th^n  enfTer,  for  such 

eriic'idn  fhon  ihtt  Cnrtnar  frxr  In  ^  lAimtii  tO  tht*niSrl\  cs  f'O  GX"  i ulioiniiiahle  hcropy.  Toshow  that  he  sufTerwl  per- 

I  A  rni  •  .  ^  II  elusive  privilege  of  enjoyiiiff  the  hies- and  that  fir  ^nflorod  it  forvindiratingthis 

dependence  .  The  engines  invented  by  ^p  ]viessi.,li\  kingdom.  As  said  >«’'  "‘‘‘‘'J  rficTral  to  his  letter  to 

Satan,  the  generalissimo  of  the  rebel  host,  1  u*k.  .1  11  1  ,  ;  one  1  imothy,  where  he  says,  “  for  ther<  fore  we 

put  Michael’,  loRion,  into  such  dit»r,U.;  V.  L  if  '  f"-;”  l,har  .ml  .utt  ,  rcpil,,  bccaa.c  we  ,,«.t 

^  ,  f  .  .u  .  .1  ,!•  4.  ■  1  S”  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  hiMore  m  the  liiing  (lod,  wlio  is  the  Saviour  of  n/t  mrn.” 

and  confusion,  that  the  conflict  reniaiiied  ^  U  j  .  S\DI  KR  '•  l^ittiour  of  all  men!”  iinilerstand,  friend  Chase. 


sometime  doubtful  ;  and  probably  would 
have  obtained  a  triumphant  victory  over 
the  mighty  troops  of  the  living  God,  had 
they  not  speedily  recovered  from  the  pa- 


f  For  the  J\Ia;'azme  and  .Idrocale.j 
“WITHOUT  NATURAL  AFFIXTION.” 


He  says  the  living  God  is  the  Sariovr  of  all  men! 
And  it  is  evident  that  God  rannot  be  the  Saviour 
of  all  men,  unless  he  savc.o  all.  So  that  this  Paid, 
so  nnmeil  on  arrount  of  his  heresy,  you  sec,  was 
a  Universalist,  as  was  your  son,  by  believing  the 


nic  produced  by  the  sudden  and  Uliex-  .  ^‘^'oner— I  am  requested  to  relate,  for  the  |  abominable  doctrine  that  God  was  the  Saviour  of 

pected  discharge  of  Satan’s  awful  and  de-  'ivf-,T“iTn,iy  in  ?h^ Jas '  f  ’  “"‘‘ft 

or4:nzxf>x*  wim  n  n'rt  nuy  iran.  pmn  in  una  ii  uas  roproach,”  and  holy  persecution.  Goon 

Structl\e  artlllerj,  uhich  poxxui\  forth  conrermn^  a  pious  Calymist  the  name  of  then,  friend  Chasr,  you  are  on  the  side  of  the  holy 
volleys  of  smoke  and  consuming  llFG, veil-  Chaae,  residing  a^ul  half  a  mde  persecutors  of  old— and  you  have  this  consola- 


ing  the  heavens  in  a  cloud  of  midnight  J^ordan,  who  dmnherUed  his  Otm  Ixcause,  Qf  ^\\  “natural  affection,”  that 

darkness,  and  producing  a  tremendous  hLcs\  senWr!ira"nd“bS 

noise,  not  unlike  the  bursting  of  volca-  our  heavenly  Father  will  render  all  his  errinir  off  The  manner  ^  Which  you  treated  your  son  was 
liocs,  rending  of  earthquakes,  and  the  ®P"PS  '•»ppy!/“a‘  '0“s  •»'avcn  !  W  hat ,  not  only  sanctioned  by  the  religion  of  your  good 

crash  of  worlds  ;  and  resortcl  to  a  strata-  fncml  Chase,  w  hat  a  pious  deed  |  founder,  John  Calvin,  but  also  by  the  religion  of 

cem  bv  which  thev  rpnil''ri'd ‘he  pnirines  ?  *i  r'l  per  omwl .  Well  done,  goo«l  arul  iioideu  times — good  old  Pharisairal  times — daysin 
ofTkW  ^1  ^  rend-ud  .he  engines  faithful  sonant.”  You  ought  now  to  expect  to  h  ^hich  men  “  tnistod  in  themselves,  that  they  Were 

of  the  adversary  useless  and  of  no  avail,  enter  into  joy  and  peace,  'i  ou  have  now  “  d^ird  1  righteous,  and  despised  others.”  Yoiiwillrecol- 
r,irhaps  Ills  vi"»i  y  over  the  new  world  and  took  up  your  cross,”  m  very  deed.  Ject,  also,  that  there  was  one  Peter,  who  became 

has  g;  vea  frei‘1  igor  to  his  courage,  and  «  ,""|  ^Jr*.  .?•’  encounter  romc  “  na-  heretical  soon  after  he  saw  the  sheet  let  down ; 

broui'ht  his  imrcniiitv  inta  PTereisetoin  (I  il®***^  *'**‘”'‘3' he  also  suffered  much 

Orou,^lJt  hiS  ingeouity  into  exercise  to  tn-IJWe  also,  thatyoiirsonhasthesameaffeclion.  All  ilporsmition,  and  was  at  last  crucified  with  Ml 


P-irhaps  his  vi"»i  y  over  the  hew  world  !(?«’■«//  and  took  up  your  cross,”  in  very  deed.  Ject,  also,’ that  there  was  one  Peter,  who  became 
13s  g;  veil  frei‘1  igor  to  his  courage,  and  «  ""1  PJ^^hly  niivs  had  to  encounter  romc  “  na-  heretical  soon  after  he  saw  the  sheet  let  down ; 
_ _  .u.  i.:„  : _ Vi.:  tiyal  affetnion,”  (if  any  you  have,)  an.l  it  is  proba-  and  historv  informs  us.  that  he  also  suffered  mucli 
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ho«d  downward? — and  well  he  mipht,  for  ho  also ' 
became  licrotioal  in  opinion,  not  only  in  boli^  vinp 
“the  restitution  of  ail  things,"  hut  also  in  dorlarinp  i 
that  “all  God’s  holy  prophets"  had  testified  to  the 
same  “since  the  world  bepan."  Arts,  iii.  21.  No  j 
wonder  such  m  n  suff  red  the  riphteons  displ  as-  j 
nre  and  persecution  of  Pharisees  for  such  dissent- 
inp  opinions.  -As  lonp  as  you  follow  the  example  ^ 
of  such  noted  aail  zealous  relipionists,  you  may 
rest  assured  that  you  are  in  the  way  of  your  duty. 

Perhaps  it  would  be  edifyinp  to  introduce  m 


^AOAZmE  AUD  ADVOOATX:.| 

UTICA.  SATURDAY.  APRIL  17, 1830.  1 


LETTER  V. 

TO  REV.  D.  C.  LANSIKO, 

Pastor  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Chirch  hi  Utica, 
Sir, — You  observed, second/i/,  that  “this  system 
(Universalism)  not  only  nullifies  all  the  threatc- 
tliis  place  some  of  the  riphteous  transactions  ninpaof  God,  but  it  impeaches  all  the  dispensa- 
of  later  times.  In  a  letter  written  by  your  pood  tions  of  Providence,  and  accuses  God  of  the  most ! 
old  founder,  John  Calvin,  in  1. >61,  to  the  Afar ipii.t  j  f]^rant  injustice.  They  maintain  that  all  the 
Poet,  hiph  chamberlain  to  the  ffnipo/.Vorarre,  we  I  God  ever  inflicts,  is  in  this  world-and 

have  the  followinc — “  Honor,  plorv  and  riches  •*  .  ^  ,  .  .  .  .  i.  r 

shall  be  the  reward  of  your  pains;  but  abave  all,  consists  only  in  tiiminp  men  into  the  hell  of  a 
do  not  fail  to  rid  the  country  of  those  scoundrels  puilly  conscience — when  the  sinner  transpresses, 
who  stir  up  the  people  to  revolt  against  vs.  Such  GchI  pives  him  remorse  of  conscience  in  propor- , 
monsters  should  be^  exterininatiHl,  as  I  have  ex-  ;  „  • 

terminated  Michael  Seiretus,  the  Spaniard.”  You  .  ,  ,  c  ?  n 

will  recollect  that  Servetus  was  burned  at  the  some  men  is  considered  a  sore  ca- 

stake,  by  the  inslipation  of  Calvin,  and  Calvin  lamity,  a  severe  judpment,  thouph  others  would 
you  know  was  a  righteous  man.  Think  you  that  not  consider  it  so— or  a  proflipatc  son,”  &c. 
•such  a  man  as  Calvin  believed  with  Paid,  and  iP  ,  t  and  reform  they  are  de- 

with  your  son,  that  the  living  (lorl  is  the  Sa-  „ 

viour  of  all  men  ?  By  no  means !  not  he ;  for  his  evils— from  the  prescnfhell 

lanpuage  is,  “  Man  is  blinded  by  the  will  and  which  they  suffer.” 

commandment  of  God ;”  and  “all  are  not  created  gj,  jbe  last  part  of  the  above  cliarpes  apainst 
to  like  estate,  but  to  some  eternal  life,  to  others  ...  .  ...  ..  .i  .  .■  . 

eternal  ,Uatk  is  forcappointed.”  Does  this  sound  ^  "''•‘’rsalists,  was  uttered  with  that  sarcastic  tone 
like  God’s  beinp  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  as  your  and  malicious  prin  that  indicated  any  thing  hut 
son  believes  7  Not  in  the  least.  Go  on  then,  like  candor,  honesty  and  sincerity  in  your  heart.  The 
a  bold  soldier.  Harbor  not  your  son  unless  he  expression  relative  to  God’s  punishing  Universa- 
renounee  the  damnable  doctrine  of  universal  sal-  »  j  l.  n 

ration.  If  Calvin  could  sec  with  holy  eyes,  and  "  "“s  undoubtedly 

undaunted  heart,  the  preen  faggots  slowly  con-  intended  as  a  bonne  ftowcAe  for  the  special  gusto  of 
auminp  a  heretic ;  you  ought  to  do  more  than  bare-  some  of  your  dear  disciples.  B*-  assured,  sir,  that 
ly  to  rcfiiM  to  harbor  yoiir  son.  IV hat  thouph  Universalists  esteem  it  a  blessing,  instead  of  a, 
your  son  has  “natural  affection?”  What  thouph  ,  ,  ...  •  • 

pur  companion  and  wife,  laments  and  declares  to  have  praying  ww-cs,  in  the  common 

she  “ should  feel  no  worse  were  he  going  off  to  and  proper  sense  of  that  phrase — that  is  if  their 
die?”  What  thouph  she  weeps  on  account  of  wives  pray  as  Paul  directs,  (J.  Timothy,  ii;  1 — 4.) 
SKh  a  departure  ?  VVliat  though  your  ^n  and  and  pray  in  faith.  On  the  other  hand,  we  should 
the  rest  of  your  family  weep  ?  Ought  sm  li  weep-  ,  .  .  ,  ,  ,  •  .  .  . 

ing  to  move  your  holy  soul  and  stir  up  your  ties  of  judgment,  and  a  curse  indeed,  to 

consanguinity  7  No :  remember  if  you  are  a  true  have  our  wives  pray  as  did  Mr.  Lansing,  last  Sun- 
Calvinist,  you  will,  like  Calvin,  disregard  all  these  ■  day  morning,  that  ‘God  woxdd  hurl,  headlong,  from 
tie^  Think  vou,  when  you  get  to  heaven,  you  Congress,”  such  men  (you  evidently 

will  regard  these  ties 7  No.  Let  the  language  ^ 

of  your  brother  Emmons  remind  ynu  of  one  im-  Hon.  R.  M.  Johnson,  or  those  op- 

portant  fact,  that  “  the  sight  of  hell  torments  will  posed  to  a  “religious  party  in  politics,”  and  place 
exalt  the  happiness  of  the  saints  for  ever.”  .And  in  their  stead  such  devoted  Calvinists  as  would 
happiness  of  the  elect  in  heaven  will  orthodox  majesty.  We  shoul.l  esteem 

in  part  consist  in  witnessing  the  torments  of  the  .  •' 

damned  in  hell— and  among  these  it  may  be  their  individual,  hut  a  national  curse,  to 

own  children,  parents,  husbands,  wives,  and  have  many  wives  in  this  country  pray  thus,  if 
ncnd8,  on  earth.”  Ser.  xi.  and  xvi.  If  you  he-  there  was  anv  probability  of  their  husbands’ beinp 
lievc  with  your  brother  Calvinists,  that  these  wi  I  ■  „  j.  ,  ,  -ror  4  cnie  »i  i’  it.  1 

be  your  feelings  when  you  arrive  M  heaven  ;  why  TREASON  tims  breathed 

not  mssess  and  cherish  the  .rnme  feelings  here  on  fortn  in  their  prayers,  , 

mill  ^1,^^  Wi/ feelings  in /ifoi’cn,  then  .  In  regard  to  the  judpment  of  ti  profligate  son, 

flinty  they  are  holy  on  earth.  Cherish  then,  these  '  ...  v  . 

J»Iy,  heavenly  feelings.  Why  regard  the  ties  of  J’®*'  t  niversalists  arc  some- 

pwtemal  affection  7  Y'oii  ought  to  do  more  than  limes  visited,  I  inquire,  is  it  not  somewhat  iinac- 

Tes,  j  countable  tiiat  you,  neighbor  Lansing,  should  be 

Knot  for  the  laws  of  a  cursed  re*publican  govi-rn-  wo”>d,  and  have  the  additional  torment  (unless 
nwnt— a  government  which  guarantees  to  all  it  is  a  pleasure  to  you)  of  anticipating  an  endless 
rights  and  privileges.  O  for  ancient  times !  hell  for  a  profligate  child  in  the  future  world  7 

un,..»ii...heid  .h., 

Wigion  was  established  by  law _ then  might  here-  w  icked  could  not  die  till  they  repented — that 

|J^***i*mil  to  our  religion,  or  look  out  for  their  as  they  must  be  punished  in  this  tcorld  for  all  their 
-  _  )  crimes,  they  of  course,  on  this  supposition,  could 

the  Chase  is  subject  to  the  laws  of  not  die  till  they  had  repented,  or  been  sufficiently 

‘he  Lnited  States,  he  has  followeil  the  examples  une  0.1  -  i  .  • 

hftlic  holy  persecutors,  as  far,  perhaps,  as  lies  in  P«"'9**cd  for  every  sin.  This  sir,  I  mention  prin- 
^  power,  and  may  soon  expect  tne  welcome  cipally  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  inconsis- 
plaudit  “come  up  hither.”  i  tenev  of  the  charge  with  what  vou  had  nrcviouslv 

l^at  such  genuine 
^  u  this  ought  to  be  commended  7 


A.C. 


tency  of  the  charge  with  what  you  had  previously 
charged  against  Univcrsalists.  You  had  before  ac¬ 
cused  Universalists  of  denying  the  necessity  or  ad¬ 


vantage  of  repentance  &  holding  that  all  men  might 
be  saved  without  repentance — now  you  say  the 
same  denomination  hold  that  all  will,  and  must 
repent,  even  before  they  die.  You  had  before  ac¬ 
cused  us  of  denying  all  the  threatenings  of  the  bi- 
ble,  and  all  just  punishment  for  sin~nowyou  say 
we  hold,  all  must  be  punished  for  every  sin,  in  this 
world.  Which  of  these  accusations,  sir,  are  we 
to  consider  as  now  laid  up  against  us  7  for  they 
certainly  cannot  both  be  true. 

You  seem  to  possess  more  than  the  eyes  of  on 
Argus — ^you  discover  inconsistencies  where  there 
arc  none,  and  opinions  that  never  had  a  being. 
You  say  “if  all  are  punished  in  this  world  suffi¬ 
ciently,  or  repent  before  they  die,  according  to 
the  belief  of  Universalists,  then  they  must  go  to 
heaven  on  the  ground  of  their  oicn  merit ;  and 
hence  they  cannot  sing  glory  to  God,  nor  praise 
to  his  grace,  for  they  are  then  entitled  to  heaven, 
on  the  score  of  merit.  And  even  if  they  sufltir  a 
future,  limited  punishment,  in  another  world,  as 
many  of  that  denomination  hold,  and  afler  suffe¬ 
ring  the  full  demerit  of  their  crimes,  arc  saved, 
and  admitted  to  heaven,  it  is  because  they  are 
entitled  to  it,  having  suffered  all  that  justice  de¬ 
manded  of  them  ;  and  hence,  no  thanks  to  God, 
nor  to  his  grace,  for  their  salvation.”  What,  sir, 
let  me  ask,  would  j'ou  consider  the  grade  of  in¬ 
tellect  possessed  by  the  convicts  in  our  state’s 
prison  at  Auburn,  were  you  to  hear  them  conten¬ 
ding,  afler  the  term  of  their  iinprisonmcnt  had 
expired,  “we  have  served  our  time  out  in  tlie 
state’s  prison — we  have  endured  all  the  punisli- 
'  ment  our  crimes  have  deserved,  and  therefore,  we 
arc  entitled  to  all  the  honors  the  state  can  confer, 
and  to  all  the  publie  lands  and  wealth  belonging  to 
this  government — we  have  justly  mcrilei all  these 
things,  because  we  have  been  punished  for  our 
thefts,  forgeries,  rapes,  burglaries,”  &c.  7  And 
yet,  sir,  this  plea  would  be  far  more  reasonable 
than  your  argument,  that,  if  man  suffers  all  the 
punishment  his  sins  deserve,  he  is  therefore  «nti- 
tled  to  heaven  on  the  score  of  merit.  You  never 
heard  a  Univcrsalist  contend  for  the  endless  feli¬ 
city  of  heaven,  either  for  liimself  or  any  other  one, 
except  on  the  ground  of  its  being  a  free,  unmeri- 
te<l  gift  of  God,  not  of  works,  lest  any  man  should 
boast ;  tho’  they  all  maintain  that  the  wicked 
will  be  equitably  punished,  and  the  virtuous  suit¬ 
ably  rewarded  previous  to  their  participation  of 
this  gift. 

Next,  in  order  to  prove  the  impossibility  of  any 
thing  like  a  just  punishment  for  sin  being  inflic¬ 
ted  in  this  world,  you  said,  “look  at  the  prevail¬ 
ing  vices  and  customs  of  the  world  at  the  present 
day — sec  the  drunkard  in  his  cops,  drinking,  and 
sickening,  and  vomiting  ; — he  experiences,  to  be 
sure,  while  thus  sick  and  vomiting,  considerable 
.  trouble  and  pain;  but  he  soon  feels  a  little  better^ 
and  takes  another  good  draught — he  is  then  quite 
happy,  and  can  talk  eloquently  of  the  goodness 
of  God;  and  at  such  times  I  have  heard  the  drunk¬ 
ard  singing  praises  to  the  God  of  love” — [and  I 
too  have  heard  the  drunkard  at  such  times  railing 
in  the  severest  terms  against  the  licentious  ten- 
lldency  of  Universalism,  sod  speaking  in  terms  of 
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the  highest  praise  of  eucli  men  as  yourself  j — 
“thus  thirty  thounutd  drunkdrdr  in  Ute  United 
States,  are,  every  year,  drinking  themselves  into  | 
heaven,  according  to  Univcrsalism !”  “Look  too  j 
at  the  accounts  of  crime  in  the  Old  Testaraekt — 
the  wicked  inhabitants  of  Noah’s  time  were  ta¬ 
ken  away  in  their  wickedness  and  carried  rigli; 
to  hoavon  ;  while  poor  Noah  was  compelled  to 
linger  out  a  miserable  life,  siifTerinp  all  borlily  and 
outward  calamities  any  one  coidd,  and  far  me  < 
in  hu  mind  than  his  wicked  neighbors.  The  in¬ 
habitants  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  Corah  and 
his  wicked  com^tany,  were  all  taken  to  heaven  in 
n  moment. — Judas  hung  himself  and  anticipaied 
his  master  in  entering  into  glory.  Look  at  the 
inilUons  of  murders  from  Ab(d  down  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  time,— the  rivers  of  blood  that  have  been  shed 
by  Infidel  cruelty  and  Papal  persecution — one 
oet  of  assassins  after  another,  crying  out  ‘republi¬ 
canism  and  liberty  !’  have  made  their  way  thro’ 
rivers  of  blood  and  seas  of  carnage,  to  the  light 
and  glory  of  heaven  !” 

This  strain,  in  which  you  indulged  yourself  fur 
some  time,  was  surely  satis  eloqumliat,  sapienlice 
parum  ;  but  every  reflecting  mind  would  at  once 
pronounce  it  rutlis  indigeslaijUf  moles,  so  far  as  ar¬ 
gument  was  concerned  ;  and  be  likely  to  say,  mil ' 
mole  sua.  Take  sir,  a  dispassiunatd  survey  of  all 
those  scenes  of  blood,  carnage  and  murder,  and 
say  whether  most  of  them  were  not  perpetrated 
by  the  believers  in  the  very  doctrine  you  so  stren¬ 
uously  advocate — by  believers  in  the  doctrine  of 
endless  misery!  and  sir,  did  not  Calvin,  the  very 
founder  of  your  sect,  set  an  example  of  murder, 
in  the  death  of  Servetus,  which  his  followers  have 
hoen  but  too  zealous  to  imitate  ?  Charge  upon 
Papal  persecution  as  much  blood  as  you  please, 
and  Protestant  believers  in  endless  hell  tonnents 
have  done  the  same  thing.  But  did  you  ever 
know  of  a  Univcrsalist  who  murdered  any  one 
forhis  religion  ?  No,  never ! 

In  relation  to  the  30,000  drunkards  that  arc  an¬ 
nually  drinking  themselves  into  heaven  !  I  pre¬ 
tend  to  but  little  knowledge;  but  conclude  iftliat 
is  the  fact,  the  van  of  that  numerous  and  motley 
band  must  be  led  by  some  eminent  Calvinist  prea¬ 
cher,  as  two  or  three  of  your  own  denomination 
in  New  York,  Albany,  and  other  places  have  late¬ 
ly  gone  off  the  stage  in  that  kind  of  style;  anoth¬ 
er  lately  broke  liis  nt'ck  in  a  state  of  into.xication, 
in  N.  Carolina,  and  two  others  have  recently 
been  excommunicated  from  the  Ohio  Presbytery 
for  habitual  intoxication. — 1  will  not  be  positive 
w  hether  it  was  brandy  or  “lamp  oil”  that  they 
drank. 

In  regard  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  old  world, 
Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  Corah  and  his  company, 
Judas,  &c.  I  do  not  know  of  any  Univcrsalist  who  i 
believes  they  all  went  instantly,  at  death,  to 
hoaven  ;  but  if  you  are  really  concerned  for  fear 
they  did — if  you  are  very  much  disturbed  at  the  j 
idea  that  God  changed  their  hearts  in  a  moment, ' 
in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  made  them  fit  for  hear-  | 
en,  by  converting  them  from  sin  to  holiness,  put  | 
a  stop  to  tlieir  wicked  career,  as  he  did  to  Saul  of ; 
Tarsus  even  before  his  death,  and  took  them  di¬ 


rectly  to  heaven — il  you  are  afraid  God  did  for  ^  manner,  because  you  give  me  a  suitalde  opportu- 
;iuem  e.xactly  what  you  profess  to  be  so  anx.  nity  of  making  a  remark  .from  which  I  hope  you 
jious  to  effect  for  other  similar  characters  yet  liv-|  and  the  public  may  reap  some  benefit.  The  re- 
I  mg— in  short,  if  you  arc  afraid  God  did  not  co>i-|  mark  is  this :  The  two  individuals  to  whom  you 
jirm  them  m  iniipdiy,  and  place  them  m  a  state  of^  alluded,  (for  no  one  can  be  at  a  loss  to  know  wi) 

:  endless  rebtllutn  against  him;  I  advise  you,  in  order'  they  were,)  were  both  Co/vtnist;— brought  up  and 
I  to  relieve  your  nund  of  such  gloomy  feelings,  and  edueated  thus,  and  became  members  of  Caltmidu 
put  ii  into  a  proliubic  train  of  reflections,  to  read  churches — be  ore  they  professed  to  be  Univenu. 
I  tiic  articles  u|)on  tliose  subjects  {Aiblistied  in  Nos.'  lists :  and  not  only  so,  the  very  woman  to  whom 
:  11,  15,  16,  and  17  ol  tlie  5d  volume  of  the  Lvan-^  you  allude,  and  her  god-lather,  Mr.  Owen,  tad 
gelical  Magazine,  and  Nos.  11,  and  15of  the  cur-,  the  tno  in  her  atheistical  editorial  and  piiblisbing 
;  rent  vol.  of  this  paper,  which  1  snail  enclose  and,  establishment,  were  brought  up  and  educated 


send  you  with  this  paper. 


Calvinists,  after  the  “straightest  sect,”  and  went 


1  here  was,  however,  in  the  above  named  lofty '  directly,  from  Calvinism  to  Mhtism — never  even 
.  flight  of  youi  eloquence,  one  thrust  which  you!  professing  to  be  Uni vcrsalists.  Sir,  docs  Calvin¬ 
ism  naturally  lead  to  Atheism  7  The  leaden  of 
.Atheism,  in  this  country,  went  from  Calvinism  to 
tlieir  present  system,  and  succeeded  in  drawing 
along  with  them  two  who  were  lately  proftuied 
Univcrsalists.  But  sir,  wo  could  very  well  spare 
them  ;  for  one  is  now  in  his  dotage,  having  been 


iiiadc,  (Uiougli  III  a  bdck-liaoded  manner)  at 
republicanisiii,  w Inch  deserves  a  mure  eeiiuus 
notice,  kou  diviued  the  charges  you  inaue,  ut 
murder  and  cai.iage,  between  intiuehty.  Papa¬ 
cy,  aim  Itepublieaiiibm,  iiiiimaiing  that  iKe  lat¬ 
ter  had  no  small  share  in  effceling  those  dread 


lul  evils.  From  ihe  inaiiiier  in  winch  you  ex-.  *  longtime,  and  the  other  was 

pressed  yoursell,  and  Irum  similar  ubservaliuus!  of  iiiiich  service,  having  doubtless  had hii 

winch  nave  escapeu  your  iq>B  at  other  times, '  brain  shattered,  or  mind  disordered,  by  the  mon- 
there  is  hltie  reason  to  doubt  that  you  would  strosities  of  your  creed,  while  ho  was  amctnbcrol 
be  glad  to  have  tbe  republican  iiiBiiiuUuiis  of  a  Presbyterian  church,  from  occasional  symptoms 
, our  own  country  uveiiln own,  and  in  tlieir  stead '  wliieh  derangement  he  has  never  since  been 


the  throne  of  a  political  uesput  erected  in  concert' 
with  an  ecclesiastical  dynasty,  so  taat  ilie  people 


free. 


But  to  your  argument.  We  grant  the  apostles 


being  tliua  “sadoted,”  ilie  Kiiigaiid  the  Clergy,  6nffer(d  much  outward  calamity  in  their laborsia 
ready  booted  and  spurred,  “could  ride  them  le-'  the  cause  of  Christ.  They  “both  labored  and 
gully  by  the  grace  of  God,"  as  Air.  Jellersonj;  suffered  reproach,  because  they  trustcdin  thebr- 
said  But  thanks  to  an  indulgent  Providence,  l!  «ng  God,  who  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,C8pccyy 
we  are  vet  a  free  pduple;  and  1  trust  that,  iioi  those  who  believe.”  1  Tim.  iv.  10.  But  then, 
! until  the  names  of  Wasiiington,  Jefferson  and  ;  tlM^yenjoyedasourceofpeaceandhappincsswhkh 
Franklin  ore  lorgotteii,  and  their  spirits  cease  ‘^'‘1  Christ  saidto 

to  hover  around  us,  and  not  until  some  of  my  peace  I  give  un¬ 
best  blood  in  our  country  is  spilt,  will  your  do-  '  g*'®  * 

minanlseet  succeed  in  prostrating  the  liberlies'i^®*  y«“"  heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be 
of  this  nation  and  erecting  on  Iheir  ruins  the' world  ye  shall  have  tribulahon; 


throne  of  a  spiritual  liierarchy. 

1  shall  here  notice  another  back-handed 
thrust,  an  ungenerous  inuendo,  which  you 
made  against  Universalists,  during  your  per 
fonnance  that  evening,  it  was  ibis:  ‘'How, 
said  you,  ‘‘sball  we  account  for  the  auflferings 


1 1  but  in  me  ye  shall  have  peace.”  And  so  it  was; 
I  hence  St.  Paul  says,  “  we  which  have  believed  do 
;  enter  into  rest.” 


But  how  is  it  with  the  wicked  7  How  was  it 
„  I  with  those  wicked  that  David  described,  to  whom 
you  referred  your  hearers  7  Why,  you  pronounced 
them  blest  and  happy  in  this  world,  far  more  so 


r..!,  .1  r  _i  •  a  .  I  tllUIII  aiiu  IWUUU  III  t,ni9  WUJAU,  lUI 

of  the  apustlea,  wben  contrasted  with  tbe  hap-,  ,  ,  •  ,  ^  ,  *i- 

•  ,  wx  .  .  ‘  than  the  righteous — far  more  so  than  the  apostles 

pinesa  and  prospenlv  David  represents  the;,  ,  .  .  ,  „  ,  *  j  a 

1.,,  .  .  ,  ..  .  '  and  other  pious  and  godly  people.  And  to  prove 

wicked  as  enjoying,  unless  we  admit  the  I.  ,  ,  ^  T  V  i  c  s\.  -toj  Ocs-im 

.  u-  ,  .0  V  .  !  It  you  read  almost  the  whole  of  the  73d  Psalm, 

doctrine  of  future  (endless)  punishment  for,  ,  ,  ,  ,  ai  .. 

,  ,  ^  ^  .  i  and  requested  your  hearers,  when  tiiey  wem 

the  latter?  The  apostles  sunered  much  in  the;  ,  .  j  ^  j  i  ^  ivthPfl. 

^  rr  •  J  •  !  nome,  to  read  it  over  again,  and  also  the  i/inrs. 


cause  of  Christ — eyenUnicersalists  admit  this — 


, ,  After  reading  the  above  scriptures  of  David,  you 
that  the  apuslles  suffered-tAot  is,  those  of  them  ,1  ^  if  question 

that  pretend  to  believe  the  bible;  though  two whether  Universalism 
distinguished  individualu  among  them,  it  i*|!  were  true,  or  not”— that  “David  had  seen  the 
well  known,  have  lately  given  up  all  belief  in.! prosperity  of  the  wicked,  in  this  world,  whose 
the  bible  and  a  God,  become  avowed  Atheists  eyes  stood  out  with  fatness  and  had  murmured^ 
and  open  followers  of  that  pernicious  and  ||  bwa-ise  of  their  happiness — until  he  was  permit- 
abandoned  woman,  who  is  spreading  the  poi-'' ted  to  look  into  futurity — till  he  cast  liis  prophebe 

eon  of  her  Atheism  through  the  country.” — j ;  vision  to  the  eternal  scene,  the  future  judgment— 

The  canting  tone  in  which  you  uttered  the  last  '  and  there  saw  the  sword  of  divine  wrath  uplifted 
■  part  of  the  above  sentence  was  evidently  design-  j;  and  beheld  the  dread  vengeance  of  the  Almighty 
ed  to  give  your  hearers  the  impression  that  Uni-'  prepared  to  be  poured  out  upon  them  with  eler 
vcrsalism  naturally  leads  to  Atheism.  I  am  glad,  j  1  nal  fury ! — and  this  prospect  checked  his 
however,  that  you  mentioned  the  subject  in  tliis  ing  and  stilled  his  complaints  against  the 
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of  prov'Mcncc  with  men  in  this  world.”  These ; 
were  the  ideas  you  expressed,  though  not  in  eve- 1 
ry  respect  your  exact  words.  I 

But,  Sir,  what  do  those  Psalms  state  about  the  | 
tlerntl  «cfld  7  What  information  do  they  give  us  j 
about  a  judgment,  and  endless  misery,  in  another: 
state  of  being?  Just  nothing  at  all.  There  is  not ' 
a  svllable  stud  about  a  judgment  or  punishment  | 
in  any  state  of  being  but  the  present ;  much  less  j 
a  there  aught  said  about  the  doctrine  of  endless 
miserv,  which  it  was  your  business  to  prove  by 
scripture  testimony.  Had  these  Psalms  even 
proved  the  doctrine  of  ftUurc  punishment,  they 
would  hove  been  nothing  to  your  purpose,  in  op¬ 
posing  Universalism,  unless  they  had  proved  that 
punishment  to  be  endless.  But  let  any  person  un¬ 
biased  by  tradition  or  prejudice,  rend  those  Psalms 
throughout  attentively,  and  he  will  not  find  a  syl¬ 
lable  to  support  your  gloomy  hypothesis.  He 
will  find  that  David,  in  the  37th  Ps.  exhorts  to 
"trust  in  the  Lord  and  do  good,”  and  not  to  repin 
at  the  temporary  and  outward  prosperity  of  th- 
wicked;  for  they  would  soon  be  visiterl  with  som 
severe  judgment  or  sore  calamities — that  the} 
would  be  taken  in  the  very  snares  they  set  for  the 
poor  and  needy — that  their  swords  should  return 
into  their  own  hearts,  and  their  bows  should  be 
broken — whereas  the  righteous  should  inherit 
the  earth” — the  Lord  should  “  uphobl  them  with 
his  hand” — they  should  not  be  “  forsaken,  nor 
their  seed  be  left  to  beg  bread.”  Does  this.  Sir, 
look  l&e  your  eternal  hell  and  heaven  ? 

In  the  73d  Ps.  he  treats  of  the  same  subject, 
with  this  difference  only’,  that  he  mentions  the 
foolish  cogitations  that  occupied  his  mind,  when 
looking  only  at  the  outward  and  momentary  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  wicked,  without  taking  into  view 
what  his  observation  and  experience  afterwards 
taught  him  must  soon  be  their  fate.  Those  cogi¬ 
tations  appear  to  have  been  the  same  as  the  pre¬ 
sent  opinit)n  of  Mr.  Lansing  is,  viz.  that  in  this 
life,  taken  nltoghcr,  the  wicked  enjoy  far  more 
happiness  than  the  righteous  do.  But  recollect 
the  Psalmist  afterward  condemned  this  opinion 
as  entirely  false.  He  says,  “  so  foolish  was  I  and 
ignorant ;  I  was  as  a  beast  before  thee.”  And, 
Sir,  do  you  still  harbor  a  sentiment  that  the  Psalm¬ 
ist  pronounced  fooHsh,  ignorant  and  beastly  7  But 
why  was  the  sentiment  foolish  and  erroneous  ? 
Because,  David  had  seen  so  many  signal  displays 
of  God’s  righteous  judgment  against  transgres¬ 
sors,  had  learned  by  the  history  of  his  own  na¬ 
tion,  the  sudden  overthrow  with  which  the  wick¬ 
ed  had  generally  met,  that  the  old  world,  Sodom, 
Gomorrah,  Corah,  file,  had  been  destroyed,  that 
he  was  satisfied  some  calamity  would  soon  visit 
those  wicked  people  he  had  been  fretting  about. 
So  certain  v:as  he  of  the  fact,  that  he  speaks  of  it 
as  already  accomplished :  “  How  are  they  brought 
mto  desolation,  as  in  a  moment !  they  are  utterly 
consumed  with  terrors.”  A  man  must  certainly 
have  a  prolific  and  inventive  imagination  to  con¬ 
jure  up  an  idea  of  endless  damnation  from  such 
language. 

Sir, I  hive  protraetc  l  mv  remirks  on  the  above 


topics  to  so  great  a  length,  I  shall  not  bo  able  to 
finish  in  this  letter  what  I  have  to  say  to  you  on 
the  subject  of  your  performance  the  evening  I 
last  heard  you.  You  may  therefore  cx]>ect  to  hear 
'  from  mu  again  soon.  Should  you  become  my 
;  enemy,  because  I  tell  you  the  truth,  be  assured  1 
;  shall  never  bo 


Yours. 


D.  SKINNER. 
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jj  Were  any  apology  nccessay  to  any  of  our  rca- 
jidcrs  for  the  polemical  style  in  which  some  parts 
j!  of  the  scries  of  letters  to  Mr.  Lansing,  are  written, 
j  we  are  certain  such  apology  will  not  be  required 
1 1  by  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  village,  possessed  ji 
I 'of  candid  minds,  who  were  present  when  Mr.  L. ! 

■  preached  the  lectures  which  arc  the  subject  of  I 


would  be  taken  of  the  Presbyterian  Confession  of 
Faith,  as  adopted  by  the  churches  of  that  order  in 
the  United  States,  os  it  is  sincerely  believed  their 
confession  contains  a  system  of  corrupt  and  per¬ 
nicious  doctrine.  Should  tins  labor,  however,  be 
performed  by  us  hereafter,  (though  we  arc  not 
prepossessed  with  so  favorable  an  idea  of  the  util¬ 
ity  of  such  a  labor  as  to  be  able  now  to  prombe 
it  witli  certainty,)  it  would  be  done  without  any 
reference  to  the  rude  and  violent  assault  of  Mr. 
I..  on  Universalism,  or  to  the  conduct  or  labors 
of  any  other  man,  or  set  of  men,  but  solely  writh 
a  view  of  detecting  and  exposing  error  and  elicit¬ 
ing  truth.  It  is  with  error,  and  not  with  men,  that 
wc  are  at  war. 


IMPORTANT  TO  YOUNG  LADIES. 


ii 


these  letters.  Wc  have  endeavored  not  to  exag-  | 
geratc  any  of  the  extravagances  or  odiou-s  parts  I 
of  those  perfonnances ;  and  we  l>eli"ve  our  report  ' 
of  them  comes  far  short  of  th(!  reality,  and  appea  .s  il 
far  h'ss  objeetionahl')  than  the  lectures  tlipmselv<'«  !| 
must  have  appeared  to  most  who  heard  thera;!| 
and  as  to  severity  of  st}lc,  and  reproachful  Ian-  : 
guuge,  the  letters  do  not  (nor  should  we  wish  to  I 
liave  them)  begin  to  compare  with  the  lectures.  I 
It  is  time,  however,  w<;  believe  that  such  men, 
who  commence  such  violent,  rude,  ami  uopro-  ' 
yoked  attacks  upon  any  Christian  denomination,  j 
should  be  met  in  a  prompt  manner,  and  addressed  j 
i'l  a  decisive  tone,  and  in  a  style  suil^  to  the  es¬ 
timation  in  whicli  they  arc  and  ou^t  to  be  held 
by  an  enlightened  public:  and  it  is  proper  1  hey 
should  occasionally  have  a  mirror  held  before ; 
thoir  oyos  in  which  they  may  sec  themselves.  It 
may  prove  not  only  a  salutary  lesson  to  them,  but 
a  useful  warning  to  others.  This  system  of  brow*- 
hcating,  abuse,  scandal,  misrepresentation  and 
denunciation,  odopttKl  by  Mr.  L.  will  never  sue- 1 
cecd  in  putting  down  Universalism;  nor  can  itj 
subserve  the  interests  of  any  cause  that  has  re-  I 
course  to  it  for  aid. 

Wc  find  an  impression  prevails  among  some  of  | 
our  citizens,  that  the  Editor  of  this  paper  is  to  de¬ 
liver  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  Uni  versalist  chapel 
in  opitosilion  to  Mr.  Lansing,  and  with  a  view  of 
refuting  his  scandalous  charges  against  Uiiivcr- 
salisis.  Such  an  impression  is  without  any  foun¬ 
dation  in  truth.  We  should  esteem  such  a  labor 
a  profanation  of  the  sacred  services  of  the  sane-  j 
tuary.  The  pulpit  is  no  place  for  us  to  return  < 
railing  for  railing,  or  even  to  notice  formally  so 
sraindalous  a  performance  as  the  one  alluded  ta 
A  newspaper,  to  bo  sure,  is  a  proper  medium  by^ 
H*hich  to  reprove  such  rashness  and  rebuke  such 
fiiily.  But  the  pulpit  is  a  place  where  the  mild 
a  nd  peaceful  glories  of  the  gospel  should  radiate, 
a  nd  its  heavenly  hopes  and  consolations  be  ex- 
h  ibited  in  all  their  native  beauty  and  loveliness. 
I't  is  true,  there  are  times  and  occasions  on  which 
in  is  proper  to  notice,  in  the  pulpit,  popular  doc- 
txines  that  arc  deemed  erroneous,  for  the  purpose 
<  jf  rcfuthig  them  and  removing  their  rubbish  out 
•  }f  the  way,  in  order  to  build  up  a  system  of  trutli 
i  n  their  place.  Hence  wc  have  thought  it  possi¬ 
ble,  that  at  some  future  time,  wc  might  deUver  a 
i;our3e  of  evening  lectures,  iu  which  a  review 


Br.  A.  B.  Grosh  relates  the  following  incident 
whicli  occurred  in  Marietta,  Pa.  as  illustrative  of 
the  nature  of  a  proposal  lately  made  in  Utica. 

“When  I  read  the  close  of  Br.  Skinner’s  3d  let- 
t!>r  to  Mr.  Lansing,  the  following  fact  occurred 
to  my  mind.  About  a  year  ago,  Mr.  R.  went 
round  to  all  the  young  females  in  his  society,  and 
forbade  them  to  keep  company  with  any  young 
men  who  were  Univcrsalists.  One  of  them  de- 
•:-lared,  that  if  they  obeyed  him,  they  would  have 
no  coinjiany  at  all,  as  there  was  not  a  decent  young 
man  in  Marietta  who  did  not  believe  that  doc- 
1  trine.” 


I  [  For  the  Magazine  and  .Idvocale.] 

Mr.  Editor : — If  a  worthy,  though  destitute 
,  Widow,  who  is  dependant  on  the  charity  of  her 
benevolent  ni'ighbors  and  friends  for  succour  for 
i  her  helpless  family,  should  be  wheedled  out  of 
I  some  fifty  cents  by  a  committee  of  Female  bog- 
ears  for  the  support  ot  the  minister ;  and  then  ncr 
"xample  made  use  of  to  stimulate  others  who  are 
in  more  prosperous  circumstances,  to  give  libc- 
:  rally ;  are  wo  not  justified  in  expressing  our  in- 
ilignant  contempt  for  such  mean,  unchnstionldie 
!  measures? 

I  Is  this  “visiting  the  fatherless  and  widows  in 
'their  affliction,”  in  the  sense  intended  by  the 
Apostle  when  speaking  of  pure  religion  ?  Or  is 
I  it  not  rather  an  imitation  of  those  ancient  pre- 
tendedly  pious  persons  spoken  of  in  scripture, — 
:‘vVno  robbed  widows,  bouses,’  and  fora  pretence 
I  iiade  .nany  and  long  prayers  ?  Who  thought 

■  th'-y  rlid  Go<l  service  wni'n  they  accused,  mena¬ 
ced,  and  finally  persecuted  to  death  the  Friend 
iof  Sinners,  because  bn  declared,  that,  “He  came 
'  not  to  judge  the  world,  but  to  save  the  world  I 

ANTI-BEGG.VRS. 

Antwerp,  N.  Y. 

[i'or  the  Magazine  and  Mvocate.} 

FIRE!  FIRE!  FIRE! 

Mr.  Editor :  Sir — I  am  requested  to  state  to 
!  .yon,  that  a  fire  broke  out  in  the  village  of  Jordan, 
I  which  wliolly  consumed  the  fifth  number  of  the 
“  Evangclicm  Magazine  and  Gospel  Advocate,’'* 
:  b^'lenging  to  a  Mr.  Titus,  of  that  place.  It  was 

i  said  to  be  the  work  of  a  child  by  the  instigation 
I  of  its  pious  fitthcr.  “1  burnt  it  up,”  said  the  child, 

■  “  and  my  father  told  me  to,  because  he  said  it  was 
not  fit  to  read.”  If  you  will  send  the  5th  number 
to  the  loser,  he  will  probably  be  a  little  more  can- 

ii  tious  in  securing  it,  that  it  may  not  be  so  exposed 
I '  to  those  pious  people  who  have  so  much  to  do 
I  with  fire, brimstone  and  other  sulphureous  matter, 
i  Thcsi’  sort  of  fire  folks,  it  is  said,  were  much 
;  pli’ased  to  tliink  the  fire  took  place,  and  consider 

It  quite  a  praiseworthy  act.  Probably  they  were 
j ,  as  much  delighterl  as  they  expect  to  be  in  heaven, 
1  wliou  they  behold  bell  fire  enkindhng  around  their 
'  wicked  Universali't  neighbor?  I  A.  U. 
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SAOREB  ZiTax:. 


[for  the  Magazine  and  Mvocate.] 

Mr.  Skinner — T!ie  following  piece  of  poetry, 
romposed  several  years  since,  is  the  production  ol 
one  Mr.  —  Stillman,  of  Pawtucket,  (R.  I.) 
Should  you  think  it  worthy  a  place  in  the  Maga- 
7.ine  and  Advocate,  you  are  at  liberty  to  publish 
it,  and  oblige  a  subscriber  to  your  invaluable  pa¬ 
per.  S-*-*++*  S****. 

Smithville,  Jeff  co.  March,  1930. 

**  Seeing,  then,  wc  have  such  hojx>,  we  use  great 
plainness  of  8p«‘cch.”  2  Cor.  lii.  12.  The  sal¬ 
vation  of  man  in  Christ  Jesus,  is  infiuitc,  but 
faith  and  hope,  finite. 

Come  let  us  take  a  sharp  survey. 

And  see  what ’s  from  an  endless  day: 
tjome  let  us  search  with  faithful  eyes. 

And  see  what  doth  in  time  arise. 

Salvation  was  in  Christ,  the  Son, 

Before  creation  was  begun  ; 

From  endless  ages  it  was  sure, 

To  endless  ages  will  endure. 

But  things  that  do  to  time  pertain. 

Will  pass  away  in  time  again : 

All  that  begins  in  time,  my  friend. 

In  time  will  surely  have  an  end. 

I  find  that  faith,  and  unbelief. 

And  sickness,  sorrow,  pain  and  grief. 

Did  not  exist  ’till  time  begun. 

Nor  can  exist  when  time  is  done. 

By  this,  I  find  that  unbelief 
Cannot  support  immortal  grief. 

Nor  faith,  nor  ho|H!,  eternal  peace. 

Because  when  time  is  done,  they  cease. 

\V’hcn  spirits  leave  their  mortal  dust, 

Then  they  return  to  God  the  just ; 

Where  there  is  neither  sin  nor  griel. 

Nor  faith,  nor  hope,  nor  unbelief. 

Man  hopes  for  that  he  has  not  got, 
lias  faith  in  that  which  he  secs  not ; 

In  what  he  sees,  he  has  no  faith. 

Nor  can  he  hope  for  that  he  hath. 

Our  spirits  soar  from  whence  they  came  ; 

But  not  ill  guilt,  and  sin,  and  sliaine ; 

Nothing  unclean  cau  ever  bear 
Admittance,  or  an  entrance  there. 

WTien  the  Redeemer’s  blood  was  sjult, 

His  blood  aton’d  for  every  guilt ; 

In  whom  we  all  presented  are, 

Before  tlie  Father,  clean  and  fair. 


The  following  is  extracted  from  “Franklin’s  I 
Life,”  and  as  it  shows  his  opinion  of  the  utility] 
of  bare  Calvinism,  as  well  as  a  singular  cast  of, 
mind  which  could  enable  a  preacher  to  draw 
such  doctrines  from  such  a  text,  it  may  serve  to 
amuse  the  reader,  while  it  exposes  the  folly  of 
the  preacher. 

“Though  I  seldom  attended  public  worship, 
1  hall  still  an  opinion  of  ns  propriety,  and  of  its 
Utility  when  properly  conducted  and  I  regular¬ 
ly  paid  my  annual  subscription  fur  the  support 
of  iheonly  Presbyterian  minister  or  meeting  we 
had  in  Philadelphia.  He  used  to  visit  me  some¬ 
times  as  a  friend,  and  admonish  me  to  attend 
his  administrations;  and  I  was  now  and  then 


|l  prevailed  on  to  do  so,  once  for  five  Sundays  sue- 
Ijcessively.  Had  he  been  in  my  opinion  a  good  i 
;!  preacher,  perhaps  I  might  have  continued,  not- I 
'withstanding  the  occasion  1  had  for  the  Sun-! 
11  day’s  leisure  in  my  course  of  study;  but  his' 
discourses  were  chiefly  either  polemic  argu- 1 
jiinents,or  explications  of  the  peculiar  doctrines' 
i;of ‘our sect,’  and  were  all  tome  very  dry,  unin-j 
Icresting,  and  unr  difying ;  since  not  a  single  . 
M  moral  principle  was  ioculcaled  or  enforced ;  h 
I  their  aim  seeming  to  be,  rather  to  make  us ' 
upresbyterians,  than  good  citizens.  | 

,l|  At  lungtii  he  took  for  his  text  that  verso  of| 
i|the  4th  chapter  of  Phil.  “Finally  brethren,  what- 1 
,  soever  things  are  true,  honest,  just,  pure,  lovety,  or  j 
[are  of  good  report,  if  there  be  any  virtue,  or  any 
praise,  think  on  these  things,”  And  I  i.'nagined  , 

,  ill  a  sermon  on  such  a  text,  we  could  not  miss 
I,  of  having  some  morality.  But  he  coufined  him 
j.self  to  five  points  only,  as  meant  hy  the  apos- 
,  tic— viz  :  1.  Keeping  holy  the  Sabbath  day.  2. 

:  Being  diligent  in  reading  the  holy  scriptures.  3. 

'  Attending  duly  ihe  public  worship.  4.  Paria- 
I  king  of  Ihe  Sacr  iment.  5.  Paying  a  due  res¬ 
pect  to  God’s  ministers. 

I'  These  might  be  all  good  things,  but  as  they 
!  were  not'tAe  kind  of  good  things  that  I  expcct- 
I  ed  from  that  text,  I  despaired  of  ever  meeting 
I  with  them  from  any  other — was  disgusted,  and 
I' attended  his  meeting  no  more.” 


I  MARRIED — At  Clinton,  On  Sunday  evening, ! 
4tli  inst.  bv  Rev.  S.  R.  Smith,  Mr.  Billt  Titus, 
of  Marshall,  to  Miss  Susan  Drrbt,  of  the  former 
place. 

In  Lima,  Livingston  co.  N.  Y.  on  the  30th  ult. 
by  Rev.  1.  Badger,  Mr.  Jonathan  Church,  of 
Clarendon,  to  Miss  Mi.nerva  Harwood,  of  the 
former  place. 


[  For  the  Magazine  and  .Advocate.] 

DIED — In  Greonbush,  on  the  3d  instant,  Mr. 
William  P.  Morrison,  in  the  76th  year  of  Ids  age. 

For  thirty  vears  Mi.  .Morrison  has  been  an  un¬ 
wavering  believer  in  the  h<'avenly  truth,  tliat 
I  “God  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men;”  and  after  a 
'life  of  usefulness  and  lov- ,  he  closed  his  life  in  the 
'  enjoyment  of  his  “  precious  faith.”  Altliough  for 
^  several  years  nearly  destitute  of  the  sense  of  sight, 
and  for  the  last  four  or  five  totally  blind,  his 
•  “mind’s  eye”  seems  to  have  been  clear  and  strong, 
and  amidst  the  darkness  of  nature  around  him, 
he  has  been  permitted  to  enjoy  those  beatific 
visions  of  futurt  and  eternal  felicity  which  oiir 
faith  a'one  can  impart.  It  was  his  wish  and  the 
design  of  the  larger  part  of  his  family,  that  a  ser¬ 
mon  should  be  delivered  on  the  funeral  occasion, 
by  some  clergyiiiun  of  the  same  religious  senti¬ 
ments  with  himself.  But  this  request  of  the  dead 
and  wish  of  the  living  could  not  be  admitted. 
Some  pious  Presbytenan  neighbors,  whose  nio- 
itives  I  neeil  not  mention,  as  they  cannot  be  mis- 
j  understood,  were  so  persevering  in  their  persua¬ 
sion  tliat  they  finally  overruled  the  intention  of 


the  friends  to  grant  the  deceased’s  request.  They 
represented  the  ditficulties  as  almost  insiirmount- 
ahle ;  viz.  that  a  Univcrsalist  could  not  be  admit- 
ti  d  into  their  “  sacred  desk,”  even  to  speak  com¬ 
fort  to  the  mourners,  that  “the  travelling  was  very 
bad,”  &c.  I  had  received  a  request  on  Sabbath 
to  attend  and  deliver  a  discourse  on  Monday  af¬ 
ternoon.  On  Monday  morning,  however,  I'was 
informed  that  there  had  been  “  a  misunderstaod- 
ing,”  and  that  the  Rev.  .Mr.  Hermanec  (who  I 
learned  is  a  Preshyterian  clergyman  of  Nassau) 
was  expected  to  attend.  Notwithstanding  the 
badness  of  “  the  travelling,”  a  brother  of  this  city 
and  myself  attended  the  funeral  services.  Of  the 
sermon  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing.  The 

usual  rntitine  of  gloomy  images  was  repeated _ a 

description  of  an  awful  judgment  to  take  plaoa 
after  the  resurrection,  when  fathers  and  mothers, 
husbands  and  wives,  parents  and  children,  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters,  neighbors  and  friends,  shall  part 
to  meet  no  more — a  quotation  of  Matt.  xxv.  31 
&'■.  .lohn  v.  29,  bic. — together  with  a  labored,  but 
ineffectual  cflbrt  to  excite  the  feelings  and  the 
fears  of  the  audience.  We  were  told,  we  were 
totally  depraved;  and  that  we  must  repent,  or  “all 
likewise  perish  although  i  did  not  fully  under¬ 
stand  whether  in  the  future  world  of  wo,  we  were 
for  ever  to  perish,  under  fulling  towers,  or  whether 
our  blood  was  there  to  be  “  mingled  with  the  sa¬ 
crifices.”  The  remains  of  Mr.  \forrison  were  in¬ 
terred  on  Ills  own  land,  as  I  was  informed,  be¬ 
cause  the  church  had  passed  a  resolution,  that 
none  but  inembers  of  tliat  society  should  be  lain 
in  their  church-yard,  thus  making  that  separation 
here  which  they  expect  to  be  ratified  in  heaven. 

Mr.  Morrison’s  character  wa-s  unimpeachable. 
He  has  been  “a  father  of  the  fatherless,”  and  the 
widow’s  friend.  Well  may  we  say,  “  Blessed  be 
the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord,  for  they  rest  from 
their  labors,  and  their  works  do  follow  them.” 

.Albany,  T.  J.  S. 

In  German  Flatts,  Herkimer  co.  on  the  5th  inst. 
of  a  lingering  illness,  Mrs.  Abigail  Freeman, 
I  wife  of  Pcleg  Freeman,  aged  64. 
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